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since no one could get very angry with a machine. If he
blamed himself or his hard luck, he slid down the path of
defeat If he laid the responsibility upon society or the eco-
nomic system, he chose the fork of radicalism. The steps of
an undetermined number veered toward the left. One careful
study found that unemployment made men a good deal more
radical than it made women. Nearly a quarter of the idle, or
about four times as many as among job holders, agreed that
"a revolution might be a very good thing for this country,'*
though practically all reacted strongly against concepts like
"communism" and "alien radicals" and affirmed that "a man
should be willing to fight for his country/'
Such radicalism as existed was mainly homespun, doc-
trinally naive and, at bottom, the plain man's instinctive re-
sentment of poverty surrounded by shops bursting with food
and farms smothered under their own productive surplus.
"Thinking is dangerous these days/' said one down-and
outer to a social worker in 1932. "Please leave me alone/'
A newspaperman going through the towns and backwoods
of North Carolina in this same year—amid the ruin wrought
by five-cent cotton, stagnant mills, bank failures, foreclosures
and other evils conveniently saddled upon the Yankees of
Wall Street—heard murmurs of the word "revolution." A
Michigan villager early in the New Deal told a Federal
Emergency Relief official:
i don't believe you realize how bad things were getting
before this set-up started. . . . They all said that if things
got any worse and something didn't happen pretty soon,
they'd go down Main Street and crash the windows and take
what they needed. They wouldn't pick on the little stores.
They'd go after the big stores first ... no man is going to
let his wife and children starve to death.
Did not Daniel Willard, president of the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad, to the scandal of some people, say in a speech at
the Wharton School of Finance in 1931 that capitalism was

